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! Contents From the Editor's Desk

ﬁ@ Dear Reader,

g Awareness Campaign The ‘Annual Report’ released recently by the ‘Andhra Pradesh
£ ; State Information Commission’ (APSIC) mentions that till
A in - Andhra Pradesh December, 2006, ‘Public Authorities’ in the State received only
g ------------------------------- 2 8,864 applications under the ‘RTI Act, 2005’.

the Though a deeper analysis of this fact will be required to draw
) any definitive conclusion about what this really means, it won't
Awareness Campaign be entirely off the mark to infer that, possibly, the “Demand side”
in Andhra Pradesh (especially, the citizenry) needs to be made more aware and
3-5 able to make good use of their ‘Right’ under this Act.
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Qf It is in this context that the State-wide Awareness Campaign
g Good Practice — organised by the ‘United Forum for Right to Information’ (from
& May 215 — 26", 2007) assumed special significance.
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“Jaane Bhi Do
Yaaron”........coooouiiiii. 6 True to the expectations of the protagonists and thanks to the
resolute efforts of Mr. Sandeep Pandey and the leaders of the
} Forum, the Campaign was a success. Though a clear picture of
CBAI Focus State: the outputs and outcomes of this exercise is yet to emerge, it is
: Uttarakhand............... 6 indeed noteworthy that in a span of six days, that the Campaign
4 unfolded in various parts of the State, approximately 8,000 RTI
z{fg Right to Information applications were filed (as per unofficial estimates).
g Quiz & Trivia............. 7 To follow up on this campaign, the Forum has proposed a
% ‘Public Hearing’ on the functioning of the APSIC in another 6
X Editorial & Design months to 1 year. It is hoped that the Government of Andhra
o Pradesh and the APSIC will emerge as exemplars for the
g ;eam and Featureg manner in which they implement the ‘RTI Act, 2005’ in the State.
esources................
g \ / It was clear before the start of the Campaign that it would be
%{ difficult to mobilise people and make them see the rationale and
& significance of the legislation enabling RTI. Yet, the campaigners
& Kindly note the new_ URL of our proceeded on the belief that “Some goals are so worthy, it is
gr ﬁEﬂneTEeﬁngki-ng Forum — ‘R2I glorious to even fail...”
4 . The is:
W , , Given their determination, it is no surprise that the Campaign
g WWw.rti.org.in was a success! We, at CGG, are glad that we could be of help to
: the camnainners
W
i
4 Please visit ‘R2l NET for a e _
%r detailed account of our Forthcoming Event
Ef activities and related updates. - “District Collectors’ Workshop under the CBAI Proje ct”: 29M —
1% K /\ 30" June, 2007 at ‘Uttarakhand Academy of Administration’, Nainital
e — MaY 2007 ~—ommmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmemememmm oo 1
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Special Correspondent would be followed up with
— another round of assistance
HYDERABAD: A campaign to to applicants next month to
educate people about merits ~ approach appellate author-
of Right to Information Act ities in case of no response.
will be launched across the Finally, a public hearing on
State by various NGOs from  the performance of Andhra
May 21 to 26. Pradesh Information Com-

Volunteers of 73 NGOs mission would be held in six
will sit outsi - months to one year.
lectorates and mandal and
municipal offices to assist Assessment
Mr. Pandey said a similar
ring in Lucknow last
r showed that the public
ardee was disappointed with the
UP Commission.

An assessment of the per-
y. formance of commissions in
said the campaign various other States showed

on Friday
They

(Campaign to educate people
on RTI from May 21

Applicants to be helped to approach appellate authorities

that the Commissioners
were soft towards the Public
Information Officers and
not so sympathetic towards
public,

Disclosures

M, Padmanabha Reddy,
State Coordinator of Lok
Satta, said the campaign was
also aimed at studying
whether all Government de-
partments were following
the norm of making suo mo-
tu disclosures about 16 is-
sues.

He sought posting of
Commissioners region-wise
to enable easy access to
public.

(Top) Mr. Sandeep Pandey inaugurating the
campaign in Warangal District accompanied
by Smt. K. Damayanthi, Collector ,

(Above) Mr. Srinivas Madhav & || Warangal .

Mr. Satyajit Rao Vagvela from
CGG joined the campaigners
and are seen seated on the dais
[toward the left].

(Centre) People from various parts of the
district gather at the venue to hear Mr.
Pandey .

(Top Left) The extensive publicity and support provided for the campaign by the
Media, in the run up to the campaign as well as during its course, were indeed
significant to the campaign’s success.

(Lefty Padmaakka, a lady volunteer explains to the participants, the salient
features of the ‘RTI Act, 2005’. The participants in the campaign were forthcoming
with what they thought, were the issues underlying the successful (or otherwise)
implementation of the ‘RTI Act, 2005’ and got many of their queries addressed.
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A ‘Help Desk’ (like the above) was set up at all
the venues (where the Campaign was staged).
The volunteers explained, to the visitors, the
purpose of the Campaign and distributed

Mr. Pandey interacts with reporters (covering
the Campaign) about the rationale for the
Campaign and his expectations from it.

Visitors make use of the ‘Help Desk’ for the
information they could use, whereas volunteers

reading / reference material. help file applications under the ‘RTI Act, 2005’
Mr. Srinivas Madhav , Lawyerand Participants listen to the speakers with rapt A vernacular daily covers the events during
Consultant, CGG _addresses the queries attention as various issues are broached. the campaign and highlights the release of
raised by the members of the audience. the dissemination material.
------------------------------------------------ May 2007 --=---m-s-mmmmemmmemem e 4
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Names of some of the Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) — from Hyderabad &
Secunderabad - that participated in the
Campaian

/United Forum
Hyderabad

LOKSATTA, Hyderabad

Mamidipudi  Venkatarangaiya
(MVF), Hyderabad

Andhra Pradesh Mabhila Abhivridhdhi Society
(APMAS), Hyderabad

Jana Vignana Vedika, Hyderabad
Asia (PRIA),

Foundation

Participatory Research in
Secunderabad

Forum for Better Hyderabad, Hyderabad
Association for Promotion of Social Action

(APSA), Secunderabad /

for Right to Inform

O O O O

RTI activists sharing their experiences with
the participants. For many citizens, this was

the first opportunity to know what the ‘RTI

N
>

Smt. V. Usha Rani, Collector, Mahbubnagar

engages Mr. Pandey and other Campaigners o
\ various underlying issues.

N

/

Act, 2005’ is all about.

S v (R

4 N

In its last leg, the Campaign also covered the
Collectorates of Hyderabad and Rangareddy

as well as Municipal Corporation of

K Hyderabad (MCH). J

/Young India Project, Ananthapur \
- Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula

Union (APVVU), Chittoor

Cuddappah Obliging Voluntary Associations’
Network (COVAN), Cuddaph

MAMATA; SUJANA, East Godavari

Jatiya Shanti Sangham; SEEDS, Guntur

Devising a ‘Mass Awareness Strategy’ is one
of the significant deliverables for the National
Implementing Agency (NIA) under the CBAI
Project.

Our association with the Campaign organised
by the ‘United Forum for RTI' was, for us, a
learning experience more than anything else
and, for that, we are thankful to the organisers
of the Campaign - especially Mr.
Ramkrishna Raju , Mr. Venkateswara Rao
and Mr. Nagendra Babu . We wish them
success in their future endeavours.

We, at CGG, look forward to continuing our
fruitful partnership with the Forum in future.

ASDS, Khammam
ARTS, Srikakulam
Jana Chaitanya Vedika, Vijaywada

GSS, Vishakhapatnam

Goodway Voluntary Organisation, Warangal

Names of some of the Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs) — from other districts
of AP — that participated in the Campaign

___________________ 5
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g ------------------- Capacity Building for Access to Information (CBAI) Project---------------------

M/g/

ﬁ

o

gj Good Practice: “Jaane Bhi Do Yaaron”

g The need for capacity building (of all stakeholders) — for ensuring that the ‘Right to Information’
& regime in the country achieves its objectives — is enormous. Hence, all efforts — big and small —
£ count. Fortunately, there are many individuals and organisations who are working, in their own
A way, toward this commendable goal of building capacities on the supply side as well as on the
g demand side. Building awareness, one way or the other, is invariably involved in all these efforts.
@ Capturing people’s attention and mind-space — even on issues regarding their right(s) — is no
%{ small task. An innovative idea, however, could just be the right thing! Such innovation may or may
£ not be a ‘Good Practice’ by itself. It may only be a part of the latter. But it is definitely a good
g beginning!

W akshi Trust’” — a Bangalore-base —in its efforts to spread the word about the ct,
f ‘Sakshi Trust’ Bangalore-based NGO - in its efforts to spread th d about the ‘RTI Act
ﬂzf 2005’ has employed an innovative idea. The Organisation’s website uses ‘Callouts’ (as in a comic
j%r strip), which allude to the very popular Bollywood movie “Jaane Bhi Do Yaaron”. The movie’'s

claim to fame is its slapstick depiction of an unholy nexus between real estate contractors and
politicians / administrators / police and of all the corruption involved therein. The movie ends on
the tragic note, though, for the protagonists fail in their efforts to bring the ‘villains’ to book and
end up in jail themselves.

JM/Q/(

W

ﬁ

ﬁ

i

fé The ‘Callouts’ (accompanied by pictures of the movie’s characters) highlight the problems that the
& ‘RTI Act, 2005’ is trying to address and the solutions it provides. The allusion is apt (though this is
A only an interpretation) in that it suggests that the ‘RTI Act, 2005’ has changed the scenario - a lot,
?f% and that one does not have to sneak into the inner circles of the powers-that-be — as the
& protagonists did in the movie — for exposing corruption. The message, one would think, is that
2 with the ‘RTI Act, 2005’, coming into force, most of the information with ‘Public Authorities’ is now
4 available / accessible. Three illustrations adopted from the NGO’s website (www.sakshitrust.org ) have been presented here.
ﬁ

W

W

W

/ CBAI Focus State: Uttarakhand \

/5:(

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

ﬁ

4 The ‘Uttarakhand Academy of Administration’ (UAA) is the partnering ‘State Administrative Training
@ Institute’ under the CBAI project (representing the State of Uttarakhand) and the ‘State Implementing
4% Agency’ (SIA) overseeing project-related activities in the districts of Tehri Garhwal and Champawat.
& Since the commencement of the Project, UAA was, for some time, one of the best performers under
W this Project in terms of its capacity building efforts and targets and of the assistance provided to
@ various ‘Public Authorities’ in the State. There was a slowdown, though, due to change of the team.

%ﬁr After a brief lull, UAA has bounced back and, it must be mentioned, has been the first SIA to report
& online its various activities and / or achievement of targets by using the recently instituted “Online
W Project Monitoring System”.

%{ \ Furthermore, with renewed vigour, UAA is now all set to host the “District Collectors’ Workshop” on/
-

i

ﬁ
ﬁ
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g ------------------- Capacity Building for Access to Information (CBAI) Project---------------------
) ~\

1 ()

ﬁ

g Right to hformation

45? Quiz

/’Ej

ﬁ

g 1. Who decides which Governmental organisations will be exempted from the purview of the
4l ‘RTI Act, 2005'?

g

ﬁ@ 2. If information sought is available in the ‘Official Gazette’, is the PIO bound to furnish the
g information to the requester?

/LZ_\I

g 3. Should requests under ‘RTI Act, 2005’ be typewritten?

/lfj

% 4. Can a PIO file an appeal with an ‘Information Commission’ against the decision of the ‘First
% Appeals Officer'?

W

3 5. Can a ‘First Appeal Officer’ levy a penalty on a PIO?

W

g . . . . .

W 6. Can a ‘First Appeal Officer’ recommend disciplinary action against a PIO?

ﬁ

M/g/

g 7. Can a PIO cite his / her illiteracy as a reason for not accepting RTI applications in writing?
ﬁ

g Note: Find answers to this quiz in the next issue.

W

ﬁir

please visit wwwe.rti.org.in - or www.r2inet.org

/ Right to Information: TRIVIA \

Several European countries (including the Scandinavian countries — Denmark, Norway and
Sweden) either, have dedicated legislations on ‘Right to Environmental Information’, or provide for
this right under their general ‘Freedom of Access to Governmental / Administrative Information’
regimes. Right to Information relating specifically to the protection of the (Natural) Environment,
has, thus, been statutorily reinforced in these countries. This is so, primarily, because these

o

o - For a downloadable ‘Soft Copy’ of this ‘Newsletter’ and other information on the ‘RTI Act, 2005,
/g/

¥

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
i
o
@ countries are signatories to the ‘Aarhus Convention on Access to Information... Participation...
¥
o
i
o
i
o
i
o
i
o
i
o
i
o

and ...Justice in Environmental Matters’ (1998). Most of them have also ratified the Convention.

The United Kingdom (UK), however, is still lagging behind on this count, in spite of being a
signatory to the ‘Aarhus Convention’. UK’s ‘Environmental Information Regulations’ (enacted,
much before, in 1992) only implement a ‘1990 EU Directive’ on “Access to Environmental
Information”. New Regulations to implement the Convention and a ‘2003 EU Directive’ are

\ awaiting approval. [Source: www.freedominfo.org] /
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g ------------------- Capacity Building for Access to Information (CBAI) Project--------------------- g
g . : 4
i / Editorial & Design Team \/ We Invite You to Share: \ ﬁ%f
& E(r; ggljjlvcsggrma, IAS Your ideas / comments on the ‘RTI Act, 4
4 ’ 2005’ or the ‘CBAI Project’; o
% Mr. Vardhaman Vaidya _ _ _ gf
& NIA Advocacy / Dissemination / Training, CBAI ' Youlr experlre]nces in using / &
: [ ting the ‘RTI Act, 2005’; .
W Mr. Satvaii implemen %
)4 . Satyajit Rao Vagvala )/
A : : . 4
& NIA Mass Awareness Campaign Strategy, CBAI . Other inputs in the form of relevant &
g Mr. Srinivas Madhav photographs / video footages. ‘%f
& : y
%{ Consu”arllt’ RTI Cell, CGG You may send your inputs to: g
> Mr. Vivek Misra : . :
A . Right to Information Cell (RTI) Cell, W
@ NIA Coordinator, CBA Centre for Good Governance (CGG), W:f
% Dr. Sharma S. Mantha Road No 25, Jubilee Hills, %
& Programme Coordinator, CGG Hyderabad — 500 033. &
@ \\ E-mail: nia@cgg.gov.in / %(
i .
W W
i Answers to Quiz in Issue Il Featured Resources i
% 1. Yes. ‘Below Poverty Line’ (BPL) persons are exempt . www.cic.gov.in §
A from paying “further fees” as well. o
o - www.sakshitrust.org A
@ 2. The various modes of collection of fees by a ‘Central o W
?% Public Authority’ (as applicable) are: Cash, Demand - http://gov.ua.nic.in/uic g
1| States can determine their own modes, which may. il sicassam.in 4
g therefore, vary. - http://www.cg.nic.in/sic g
g 3. There is no restriction on the number of ‘Public \ http://gic.guj.nic.in / g
b Information Officers’ to be designated by a ‘Public &
& Authority’. !
% Y @nder Section 2(c) of the RTI Act, ‘CPIO\ g
A 4. The PIO has to bear the “onus” / “burden of proof” includes CAPIO’. A penalty may be «
ﬁ through the ‘Appeals Process(es)’ under the ‘RTI Act, imposed on an APIO. However, to our g
% 2005’, knowledge, there has been no instance, &
& o _ yet, of penalty being imposed on an APIO. ¥
& 5. A ‘Non-Government Organisation’ (NGO) categorised ) _ . &
4 as a ‘Public Authority’ does not have any additional 7. The “Appropriate Government” ie. the |
“ liabilities or special concessions - than a Central Government or the State | 4
% Government organisation does — under the ‘RTI Act, Government is to make the rules under 4‘%{
A 2005'. the ‘RTI Act, 2005’, which will, accordingly, )
s apply to Central & State ‘Public uthorltle 4
i Qs the case mav be. i
W ﬁ
W W
Er Disclaimer A
%{( While all efforts have been made to ensure that the information presented in this Newsletter is accurate, yet, no 4%
o warranty is assumed for either its completeness or its fitness for a particular purpose. i
2 £
%( All opinions and views expressed in this Newsletter are personal and do not, necessarily, represent any policy or ggf
& position of any organisation. A
W May 2007 -----=========mmmmmmmmmm oo A
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